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The meeting was called to order by Ms. Wedge at 6:00 PM.  The following members were 
present: 
                
Ms. Sylvia Wedge, Chair    Mrs. Terri Cortvriend, Clerk         Mrs. Marjorie Levesque 
Mr. Richard Carpender, V. Chair        Mr. Jamie Heaney    Mr. Douglas Wilkey 
                 
       
Also Present:   Dr. Lusi, Asst. Supt. Jermain, Chris Tague, Patti Cofield, Rick Updegrove, 

(Marissa Mello, Julie MacDougall – 7:00 PM) 
 
Absent:   Mr. Michael Buddemeyer 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Carpender and seconded by Mrs. Cortvriend to adjourn to Executive 
Session pursuant to R.I. Law 42-46-5, Exceptions (a)(1) Job Performance/Personnel Matters; 
(a)(2) Collective Bargaining and/or Litigation; and/or (a)(8) Student Discipline.  So voted. 
 
Public Session recessed at 6:01 PM and resumed at 7:15 PM.   
 
1.  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT :  Ms. Wedge reported that an Executive Session was held at 6:02 

PM, and no votes were taken.  She also announced that the high school graduation ceremonies 
would take place tomorrow evening, and she read the invitation to the public.   

 
 Mr. Carpender reported that a Finance Subcommittee meeting was held last evening, and 

three votes were taken: 
 

1.  A motion was made by Mrs. Cortvriend and seconded by Ms. Wedge to approve the 
Council 94 contract.  So voted 3-0. 

 
2.  A motion was made by Mrs. Cortvriend and seconded by Ms. Wedge to approve the 

PSAA Contract as amended.  So voted 3-0. 
 
3.  A motion was made by Mrs. Cortvriend and seconded by Ms. Wedge to approve the 

Assistant Superintendent’s contract.  So voted 3-0.   
 
2.  SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT:  Dr. Lusi reported that Governor Carcieri visited Mrs. 

Mary Kate O’Keefe’s and Mr. Mike Marra’s AP US History class on May 24th to talk with 
the class about the book 1776.  She thanked the Governor for his time and attention, parti-
cularly at such busy time of year. 

 
 Dr. Lusi announced that the Senior Project presentations on May 24th received rave reviews.  

She thanked the many community members who participated as reviewers. 
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 Dr. Lusi reported that she participated on a screening committee last week for the Newport 

Area Career and Technical Center director.  She hopes this search will lead to permanent 
director. 

 
Dr. Lusi announced that a Job Fair was held on June 5th, and as a result, we will be able to 
recall a few additional teachers this evening. 
 
Dr. Lusi announced that in accordance with the Length of School Day regulations, the start 
and finish times of our school day were changing to increase the amount of instruction time 
for our students.  A schedule was distributed to the Committee and the public.   
 
a)  Teaching and Learning:  Assistant Superintendent Jermain reported that she took part in 

Senior Project for the third year.  She thanked Julie Bisbano and Patti McCarthy and the 
rest of the PHS teachers for their participation and support.  She and Mr. Littlefield have 
set up days within the next school year for the staff to read and go through Senior Project 
training.  She announced that band and chorus concerts were held at PMS during the past 
few weeks, and she thanked the Music Department for their extra efforts.  She also 
announced that she worked on setting goals this afternoon for the math lead teachers.  A 
joint meeting was held yesterday with Middletown and Newport, and the Department of 
Education came to roll out the statewide curriculum website, which may be found at:  
www.ride.ri.gov, under the “Teaching and Learning” link.  At this point, it’s more of a 
support for curriculum.  There is a section that helps students prepare for college.  For 
parents, there is a section on community resources and helpful websites in teaching and 
learning to add enrichment for their students’ learning.  It is a very useful took, and it gives 
clear and easy-to-understand literature about what it means to increase the steps as far as 
the average test scores as the years go by.  She announced that our district is going to roll it 
out with the elementary teachers to make them aware of what the tool is about.  It will be 
rolled out with the PMS and PHS teachers shortly thereafter.  She stated that she worked 
on planning yesterday afternoon as to how our community members will be notified about 
it.  Mrs. Liane Fenton, member of the Middletown School Committee, has offered to draft 
a letter to the Newport Chamber of Commerce; and we are planning to ask the teachers 
during the first or second week of school to send home an on-line “scavenger hunt” for 
parents and students to do at home.  Lastly, she reported that she will be at PMS tomorrow, 
along with Middletown administrators, so that they may see what we are doing with our 
math program. We are implementing and building up the Grade 6 and 7 math programs to 
make certain our students are ready for algebra in Grade 8. 

 
b) Finance and Operations:  Ms. Christine Tague announced that we are in the process of 

closing the books for May, and she will distribute reports to the committee by the next 
meeting.  She stated that we are taking on a pretty significant challenge in revising the 
Phoenix System, which is the financial software program we are currently using.  She will  
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 revise our chart of accounting to be consistent with what the State uses.  She plans to roll it 

out to the schools at some point in the future, so they have access to their own reports.   
 
c) High School Liaison, Marissa Mello:  Miss Marissa Mello introduced Miss Julie Mac-

Dougall, her replacement as liaison to the School Committee.  Miss MacDougall is also 
the PHS Executive Board President for the 2007-08 school year.  Miss Mello announced 
that Student Council elections had been held, and she reviewed the award ceremonies, 
prom, and post prom events that had taken place over the past few weeks.  In addition, she 
announced the next day’s graduation schedule.  She thanked the companies and people 
who donated to the post prom party at the Elk’s Club.   

 
3.  SPOTLIGHT  
 

a)  Horace Mann-Abraham Lincoln Fellow.  A motion was made by Mr. Carpender and 
seconded by Mrs. Levesque to commend Mrs. Cynthia L. R. Perry, Portsmouth High 
School history teacher, for being named a 2007 Horace Mann-Abraham Lincoln Fellow.  
So voted 6-0.  

        
b)  Providence Journal’s Scholastic Journalism Contest.  A motion was made by Mr. 

Carpender and seconded by Mrs. Levesque to commend the following Portsmouth High 
School students for their achievement in Providence Journal’s Scholastic Journalism 
Contest.  So voted 6-0. 

 

Angie Abbe: 3rd Place in Photojournalism 
Christopher Andrews:  2nd Place in Cartoon Category 
Frank Chrupcala:  3rd Place in News Story Category 
Brittany Correia:  2nd Place in the Feature Story Category  
Sohil Khurana:  2nd Place in In-Depth Reporting 
 

c)  PHS School Committee Liaison.  A motion was made by Mr. Carpender and seconded 
by Mrs. Levesque to commend Miss Marissa Mello for being the Portsmouth High 
School Liaison to the School Committee for the 2006-07 school year.  So voted 6-0.   

 
4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 

 Approval of the minutes of the meetings held May 15, 2007, and May 22, 2007.  This item 
was pulled from the agenda. 

 
5.   CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Dr. Lusi requested that Item B on Consent Agenda be moved to the Business Agenda.  Mr. 
Carpender made a motion to do so.  Seconded by Mrs. Cortvriend.  So voted 6-0. 
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a)  Appt. – Facilities Supervisor.  The Superintendent recommends adoption of the follow-

ing resolution, "that the Committee affirms the Superintendent’s appointment, Recom-
mendation #1-6/7/07, to the position of Facilities Supervisor, effective July 1, 2007.”   

 

b) Request for Approval – Third Year of Unpaid Leave of Absence.  This item was 
moved to the Business Agenda. 

 

c)  Teacher Resignation.  The Superintendent recommends adoption of the following reso-
lution, “that the School Committee accepts the resignation of Adriana M. Trevino, 
Spanish teacher at Portsmouth High School, effective with the last day of the 2006-07 
school year.”   

 

d)  Approval of Request for Permission to Home School.  The Superintendent recom-
mends adoption of the following resolution, “that the Committee approves the request to 
provide home schooling for the remainder of the 2006-07 school year for student 20-
5/07, as listed in the confidential memo dated May 25, 2007, in accordance with the 
provisions of R.I. Law 16-19-2.”   

 

Mr. Carpender made a motion to approve Items a), c), and d) as presented.  Seconded by Mrs. 
Cortvriend. So voted 6-0.  Dr. Lusi announced the appointment of Mr. Don Davidson to the 
position of Facilities Supervisor.  She explained that Mr. Simmons, who was appointed at the last 
meeting, received a counter offer from his current employer and would not be joining not be 
joining us.   

 
6.  BUSINESS AGENDA 
 

Item b) from the Consent Agenda:  
 

b)  Request for Approval – Third Year of Unpaid Leave of Absence.  Dr. Lusi explained 
that Mrs. Beth Roman’s request for leave is for a third year, and she was originally not 
going to recommend it.  However, Attorney Updegrove informed her that because the 
teacher is pregnant and would be taking maternity, she is entitled to the leave.  Mr. 
Carpender made a motion to approve a third year of leave of absence for Mrs. Roman.  
Seconded by Mr. Heaney.  So voted 6-0. 

 
Regular Business Agenda: 
 

a) Update/Discussion on 2007-08 Budget.  Dr. Lusi announced that the public hearing on 
the budget will be held on June 20th, and the formal vote by the Town Council will be on 
June 25th.  Mr. Carpender reported that he gave a presentation on the building and 
technology warrants to the Town Council, and moving the funding for the building 
warrant to the school side of the budget was proposed.  After much discussion, the Town 
Council rejected it by a 4-3 vote.  Therefore, we currently sit with no warrant money on 
either side.  However, discussions may continue about that between now and the June 25th.     
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b)  Rescission of Teacher Non-Renewals.  A motion was made by Mr. Carpender and secon-

ded by Mrs. Cortvriend to rescind the teacher non-renewals as presented.  So voted 6-0.   
 
c) Ratification of Council 94 Contract.  A motion was made by Mr. Carpender and 

seconded by Mrs. Levesque to ratify the contract with Council 94 as presented.  Dr. Lusi 
distributed a handout containing the highlights of the contract and the total cost over the 
three years.  She explained the highlights from the chart, and Ms. Tague explained the 
table, which was a breakdown by year, showing the worst, middle, and best case 
scenarios.  The motion to ratify the contract passed 6-0.        

 
d) Ratification of PSAA Contract.  A motion was made by Mr. Carpender and seconded by 

Mrs. Cortvriend to ratify the contract with PSAA as presented.  Dr. Lusi explained the 
highlights from the chart that was distributed, and Ms. Tague explained the table.  Mr. 
Heaney complimented Dr. Lusi for her efforts in negotiation the PSAA contract, how-
ever, he announced that he would be voting against the contract because of the Step 5 
increase that was negotiated in the last contract.  Dr. Lusi stated that although the Step 5 
increase was added in the last contract, for increases for the next two years were tied to 
CPI.  Mr. Fitzmorris commended the School Committee and Administration for 
producing a financial impact statement.  However, he took issue with the fact that PSAA 
is not a union but bargained as a unit.  Attorney Updegrove stated that there was an advis-
ory opinion from the Attorney General’s office approximately five years ago that 
specifically stated that they do not have to be a recognized organization to enter into a 
collective bargaining agreement, and there is nothing that prohibits them from bargaining 
as a unit.  Mr. Fitzmorris asked about cost projections over time. Dr. Lusi stated that it’s 
about an average of 4% each year, which includes salary increases.  The motion to ratify 
the PSAA contract passed 5-1.  Mr. Heaney was opposed.  

 
e)  Ratification of Assistant Superintendent’s Contract.  A motion was made by Mr. Car-

pender and seconded by Mrs. Cortvriend to ratify the contract of the Assistant Super-
intendent as presented.  So voted 6-0.  Ms. Tague explained the healthcare costs in the 
contract.   

 
 Mr. Carpender stated that comments have been made about having professional nego-

tiators, and the issue was raised about whether or not Superintendents could negotiate a 
contract.  Mr. Carpender publicly commended Dr. Lusi for her accomplishments with the 
contracts, and he also thanked the representatives of Council 94, Mrs. Jermain, and Ms. 
Tague.  He stated that the School Committee gave Dr. Lusi some parameters to work 
within to try to resolve the contracts, and she exceeded their parameters.  He stated that 
Dr. Lusi, Mrs. Jermain, and Ms. Tague came to an agreement with Council 94 that they 
wouldn’t use their business representative if we didn’t use our School Department 
attorney.  Mr. Carpender stated that reasonable minds and good faith efforts got the job 
done. 
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f) Resolution to the General Assembly regarding State Education Funding.   Mr. Car-
pender read the resolution regarding establishing a state funding formula and made a 
motion to approve it.  Seconded by Mrs. Cortvriend.  So voted 6-0.  Mr. Carpender 
suggested that the resolution be sent to the Town Council so they could take similar 
action.  Dr. Lusi stated that there had been a great deal of discussion in the past for a 
funding formula; and this year, a joint legislative committee is looking into establishing a 
formula.  She stated that the public is urging the assembly to pass the formula even if they 
can’t fully fund it this year.   

 
g)  Approval of Contribution to PHS Post Prom Party.  Mr. Carpender made a motion to 

approve an appropriation of up to $1,000 from the student activities fund for the PHS post 
prom party.  Seconded by Mrs. Cortvriend.  So voted 6-0.   

   
h)   Defining a Basic Education for Portsmouth.  Dr. Lusi gave a PowerPoint presentation 

on Part 1 of Defining a Basic Education for Portsmouth.  She announced that the School 
Committee members had a resolution in their packets on this subject, and additional 
copies were distributed to the public.  She reviewed the resolution and stated that a basic 
education has not been defined by our state or our district since the late 1980s; yet, the 
preparation our students need to be competitive in today’s global economy has changed 
dramatically.  In addition, the state and federal role in education has increased signifi-
cantly as evidenced by numerous accountability and other educational requirements to 
which we are now held.  Mr. Carpender read the resolution and made a motion to 
approve it.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Cortvriend.  So voted 6-0.  Part 2 of the 
presentation will be given at the next School Committee meeting. 

 
7.  SUBCOMMITTEE AGENDA  

 
a)  Finance.  Mr. Carpender had nothing to report at this time. 
   
b)  Policy.  Mrs. Levesque had nothing to report at this time.   
 
c)  Gymnasium Construction Oversight Committee (GCOC).  These items were pulled 

from the agenda. 
 

1)  Approval of Payment to Architect.  The Superintendent recommends adoption of 
the following resolution, “that the School Committee approves the payment of 
Invoice #7 in the amount of $3,600.00 to Luis Torrado, L.A. Torrado Architects, for 
architectural and engineering services for the PHS gymnasium.”   

 

 2) Approval of Progress Payment.  The Superintendent recommends adoption of the 
following resolution, “that the Committee approves the payment of Invoice #05-095-
00015 from Advanced Building Concepts in the amount of $6,000.00.”   
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d)  Fundraising.  Ms. Wedge reported that she and Mrs. Cortvriend are continuing to work 

on the brick orders. 
 

A motion was made by Mr. Carpender and seconded by Mr. Heaney to adjourn the meeting.  So 
voted 6-0.  The meeting adjourned at 9:07 PM.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Patti Cofield 
Recording Secretary for 
 
 
Terri Cortvriend, Clerk 

    
 


